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DISTRICT AND MAGISTRATES COURTS, CHILDMINDING SERVICE 

228. Hon GIZ WATSON to the parliamentary secretary representing the Attorney General:   
Given that the government provides free off-site childminding support to jurors, defendants, litigants and 
witnesses and that this scheme does not appear to provide adequate support to families in crisis who need to 
access the court at short notice, I ask -  

(1) Do the plans for the new District Court building and refurbished Magistrates Court building make 
provision for an on-site childminding facility?   

(2) If yes to (1), will access to that childminding facility be open to other court users, such as the users of 
the court of petty sessions?  

(3) If no to (1), why not?   

(4) If no to (1), how will the minister ensure adequate childminding support for families who need to use 
the courts in a crisis and at short notice?   

(5) At what cost could a childminding facility be integrated into the new court building or the refurbished 
court building?    

Hon SUE ELLERY replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) No.   

(2) Not applicable.    

(3) The new District Court building contains court facilities for higher court criminal and civil proceedings.  
By their nature, these proceedings are programmed well in advance and are therefore less likely to 
require attendance by family members at short notice.  For families attending proceedings in the District 
Court building, a small children’s play area will be provided adjacent to cafe facilities in the public 
foyer for use by children under parental or guardian supervision.  The refurbishment of the Central Law 
Courts will not involve the expansion of services to include childminding, but the Department of Justice 
will continue to provide assistance to access off-site childminding facilities.   

(4) Although the circumstances described are likely to be rare, the present access to off-site childminding 
will continue to be available.   

(5) The cost of providing a childminding facility in either building would have to be determined with 
regard for the practicality and implications of running a childminding facility, including clear 
categorisation of persons permitted to use it.  Following the resolution of these issues, it will then take 
more time than this question without notice allows to prepare estimates and to consider the impact on 
existing court accommodation provisions.   

 


